
City Council Dismisses Petition 
of 3,300 Citizen Signatures 

On September 27th, despite vehement opposition from thousands of community residents, 

the Saint Paul City Council passed the Ford Site Zoning and Public Realm Master Plan. 

 

A short time after that, the non-partisan, grassroots neighborhood group, Neighbors for a 

Livable Saint Paul, launched a petition drive to secure enough signatures to force a ballot 

referendum to repeal the Council’s action. Remarkably, in less than three weeks we 

secured over 3,300 signatures – nearly 900 more than are required by the City Charter. 

Widespread community opposition to the Ford Plan could not be more clear. 

 

Yet, on Wednesday 12/6 the Saint Paul City Council dismissed the petition. 

Despite it being clear that we had secured many more than the number of required 

signatures, the City Council used legal interpretations to deny the people of Saint Paul the 

opportunity to vote on this important issue. Once again, it shut out the voice of the 

community. 

 

While frustrating and outrageous, it is not a surprise. 

From the start we believed the petition drive would be an uphill effort. We knew the odds 

were stacked against us. But City Council rejected this petition without even the courtesy of 

informing us of their intent.  There was no public input, no advance notice, no hearing or 

public discussion of any kind. They even denied NLSP an opportunity to simply read a 

statement into the record. All this may not be against the law, but it is certainly contrary to 

the democratic process and reflects a disdain for public involvement in important decisions 

that affect us all. 

 

We will continue our efforts to stop the Ford Plan. 

The City's plan is deeply unpopular, broadly impractical, and fiscally irresponsible. If the City 

is allowed to proceed with its plan for the Ford site, there will be adverse consequences for 

the entire City. It's not just an issue for Highland and Mac-Groveland. The huge subsidies 

planned for the Ford site will enrich Ford and developers, but will deprive other Saint Paul 

neighborhoods and communities of much-needed financial resources. Taxpayer-funded 

subsidies for development at the Ford site will result in devastating consequences for parts 

of Saint Paul that are in desperate need of funding. 

 

We will need your help. 



We will continue to make our case to the City, to Ford, and to developers who would buy 

the property. We believe there are several options available for challenging the 

implementation of the Ford plan. We expect to retain legal counsel to help support our 

efforts.   

  

We will be asking you – and others – for your financial support to permit us to continue to 

have a loud, compelling, and important neighborhood voice in this effort. We can’t do it 

alone – and we can’t do it without your help. Please donate now - and look 

for announcements regarding fundraisers in early 2018. 

 

Additionally, to make the community's voice heard we will need to continue to expand our 

group of active, committed volunteers. Let us know how you can help! If you want to get 

more involved and/or have expertise to share in media relations, public policy, municipal 

law, social media, fundraising and community organizing, please send us a note at 

livablesaintpaul@gmail.com. 

 

 

Thank you for all you have done to help  

Stop the Ford Plan. 
 

Our work is not done. We will persist.  

Our voices will be heard 

 


